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The general elections in Pakistan are scheduled for 25 July 2018. 

Leading NGOs, including the Lantos Foundation, CSW, Forum for 

Religious Freedom Europe and the International Human Rights 

Committee call upon the government of Pakistan to stop the 

discriminatory provisions in the electoral law of Pakistan that 

deny Ahmadis the right to vote due to their religious beliefs.  

 

This is a breach of Article 25 of the ICCPR, which provides: 

 

“Every citizen shall have the right and the opportunity, 
without any of the distinctions mentioned in article 2 
[including “religion, political or other opinion”] and 
without unreasonable restrictions: 

(a) To take part in the conduct of public affairs, 

directly or through freely chosen representatives; 

(b) To vote and to be elected at genuine periodic 

elections which shall be by universal and equal 
suffrage and shall be held by secret ballot, 

guaranteeing the free expression of the will of the 
electors; 

(c) To have access, on general terms of equality, to 
public service in his country.” 
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The upcoming elections in Pakistan, present an opportunity to 

correct this injustice and ensure all citizens of Pakistan have the 

right to vote irrespective of one’s faith or religion. In this regard, 

there should only be one list for all voters which should not be 

referenced to faith or religion. 

 

CSW’s Chief Executive Mervyn Thomas said: 

 

“Pakistan has perpetuated state-sanctioned persecution against 

the Ahmadiyya community through discriminatory legislation 

and voting disenfranchisement. CSW urges the government to 

remove voting restrictions which impede the right to vote of 

Ahmadis and to uphold the right to freedom of religion or belief 

for Ahmadi Muslims and religious minorities as guaranteed in its 

constitution.”  

 
Katrina Swett of the Lantos Foundation said: 
 
“The Lantos Foundation joins with other human rights defenders 

to urge the government of Pakistan to ensure Ahmadis can freely 

vote in the upcoming elections. We call upon the government of 
Pakistan to live up to the principles of religious freedom 
espoused by the father of Pakistan, Ali Jinnah, and protect and 

defend the fundamental rights of all communities of faith, 
including the Ahmadis who have contributed so much to the 

nation.” 
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“It is unfortunate that Pakistan's constitution and penal code, 

both of which impede religious freedom as they not only prevent 

Ahmadis from exercising their faith but deny them basic 

citizenship rights including the right to vote which is a 

fundamental human right. We believe such laws are inconsistent 

with Pakistan's international obligations and urge the 

government of Pakistan to ensure Ahmadis enjoy the same 

rights as other citizens including the right to vote in the General 

List without any fear or hindrance.”  
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