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Poway Synagogue Shooting – the Ongoing Threat of the Hater Next Door   

Hiding Under the Skirts of the First Amendment 

 

Washington, DC (May 1, 2109) — Exactly six months after a hate-filled white supremacist walked 

into the Tree of Life Synagogue in Pittsburgh and murdered 11 Jewish worshippers, another 

hate-filled monster walked into the Poway Synagogue near San Diego with similar intentions. 

An off-duty border patrol agent and an Iraq War veteran thwarted the attackers hopes of a similar 

body count, but before the nightmare was over, one person lay dead and three others injured. 

According to Dr. Katrina Lantos Swett, the former Chair of the US Commission on International 

Religious Freedom (USCIRF) and President of the Lantos Foundation, “If civilized societies are 

not willing to accept this level of racist carnage as the new normal, we will need to develop 

tough new strategies that combat these Internet incubators of hate and violence.” Lantos Swett 

went on to say, “We are mindful of the important value of free speech, but we must find 

constitutional ways to hold the websites that host and propagate this incitement accountable for 

the foreseeable harm they nurture and spread.”  
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According to news reports, the Poway shooter was inspired by the New Zealand murderer who 

slaughtered 49 Muslims on March 15, in Christchurch, NZ, who was also inspired by other 

racists inhabiting the same dark and unregulated corners of the Internet on websites like 8chan 

and Gab. MEMRI and the Lantos Foundation recently released The Hater Next Door, a report 

about online incitement against Jews and other minorities in America. At that time, they wrote, 

“For all the marvels made possible by the digital revolution, it is also beyond argument that the 

Internet has also empowered evil.”  The Poway Synagogue attack has once again underscored 

the incredible dangers posed by the unrestricted spread of vile hatred and calls to violence online.  

 

The Lantos Foundation and MEMRI are committed to continuing the vital work of tracking and 

reporting online racist incitement; and working with Internet companies and governments to 

develop policies and legal reforms that ensure those who provide a platform for violent 

incitement cannot escape responsibility for the tragic outcomes by cynically hiding under the 

skirts of the First Amendment.    

### 

The Lantos Foundation for Human Rights and Justice was established in 2008 to further the human rights 
legacy of Tom Lantos, the only Holocaust survivor ever to serve in Congress. He served as Chairman of 

the House Foreign Affairs Committee and co-founded the Congressional Human Rights Caucus, and will 

long be remembered for his profound moral convictions and deep commitment to human rights. Our work 
is focused on four pillars that represent the major themes of Tom’s work: Religious Freedom, Rule of 

Law, Global Citizenship and the Lantos Legacy. 

 


